
Public Hearing Minutes

The Board of Alderman for the Village of Estherwood conducted a public hearing at 6:00pm on Thurs. January 8, 2026 at 6:00pm @ 124 N. LeBlanc St. Estherwood, La to receive comments on the following: 

Ordinance #177

PROVIDING FOR THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY OF THE VILLAGE OF ESTHERWOOD TO CONDEMN AND CAUSE TO BE DEMOLISHED OR REMOVED ANY BUILDING OR STRUCTURE WITHIN THE MUNICIPALITY WHEN IT IS IN A DILAPIDATED AND DANGEROUS CONDITION WHICH ENDANGERS THE PUBLIC WELFARE

Comments were received and answered. 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER COMMENTS THE MAYOR ADJOURNED THE PUBLIC HEARING.
	
							__________________________
	         DONNA BERTRAND
                                                                    Village of Estherwood - Mayor     



VILLAGE OF ESTHERWOOD
BOARD OF ALDERMAN
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026 AT 6:00 P.M.
TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM
                                                                         

The Board of Alderman for the Village of Estherwood met on the above date at 6:00p.m., in the Town Hall Meeting Room, 124 N LeBlanc Estherwood, La, in regular session with the Mayor Donna Bertrand presiding. Brother Mike Trahan gave the opening prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance recited in unison. The roll was called, and final attendance was recorded as follows:

Alderwoman/Mayor Pro-Tem Laney Broussard  
Alderwoman Darla LeBeouf - Absent 
Alderman Steve Smith 

A motion was offered by Ald. Broussard, seconded by Ald. Smith, to dispense with the reading and approve the minutes of December 11, 2025, Regular meeting. 

A motion was offered by Ald. Broussard, seconded by Ald. Smith, to approve financial statements.

Ms. Caitlin Guillory, with McElroy, Quirk & Burch, CPA, presented the 24-25 Audit Report.

Jonas Harrington w/ Mader Engineering, Inc. gave updates on pending projects.

A motion was offered by Ald. Smith, seconded by Ald. Broussard, to approve Partial Payment Request #8 for $110,200.00 for the Water Tower Improvements Project.

A motion was offered by Ald. Broussard, seconded by Ald. Smith to authorize Resolution 2026-001 for State Statue Appointments.

A motion was offered by Ald. Broussard, seconded by Ald. Smith to approve Resolution 2026-002 for recognized holidays.

A motion was offered by Ald. Broussard, seconded by Ald. Smith to authorize Resolution 2026-003 for established 2026 meeting dates.

Public Comments were again requested for Ordinance #177 – no comments received.






The following ordinance was offered by Ald Steve Smith, seconded by _Ald. Laney Broussard and duly resolved and adopted.

VILLAGE OF ESTHERWOOD
ORDINANCE NO. 177

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY OF THE VILLAGE OF ESTHERWOOD TO CONDEMN AND CAUSE TO BE DEMOLISHED OR REMOVED ANY BUILDING OR STRUCTURE WITHIN THE MUICIPALITY WHEN IT IS IN A DILAPIDATED AND DANGEROUS CONDITION WHICH ENDANGERS THE PUBLIC WELFARE

Whereas, this ordinance has been duly introduced and notice of this ordinance and notice of the public hearing having been published; and
Whereas, a public hearing having been held in accordance with law on the _8th____day of _January_____, 2026 at 6:00pm at Village Hall, Estherwood, Louisiana and;
Whereas, the Board of Aldermen is aware that the Village of Estherwood has had problems with the blighted and abandoned property located in the Village by their owners.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE VILLAGE OF ESTHERWOOD, ACADIA PARISH, LOUISIANA IN REGULAR SESSION DULY CONVENED THAT:

Section l: Notice to owner; hearing; notice filed with recorder of mortgages binds transferees.
a.     Before the Village Governing Authority may condemn any building or structure, there shall be submitted to a written report recommending the demolition or removal of the building signed by a licensed building inspector authorized to act in such matters for the Village. The Mayor shall thereupon service notice to the owner of the building or structure requiring him to show cause at a meeting, regular or special, why the building or structure should not be condemned. The date and time of the meeting shall be stated in the notice which shall be served at least ten days prior to the date of the hearing. 
b.     The notice may be served by mailing it via the United States Postal Service, by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner at the owner’s last known address. 
c.     Service by registered or certified mail shall be considered personal service if the certified return receipt or the return form is signed by the addressee. Service by registered or certified mail shall be considered domiciliary service if the certified return receipt or the return form is signed by anyone other than the addressee. 
d.     If the registered or certified mail is returned for failure to obtain a signature on the return receipt form or returned due to refusal of delivery, service may be accomplished by first class mail, with a certificate of mailing. Service by first class mail in accordance with this Subparagraph shall be considered personal service and is effective when mailed. 
e.      The notice may also be served by the law enforcement officer of the municipality, deputy sheriff having jurisdiction and power to serve legal process when the owner of the building or structure is found, and the officer shall make return of the service as in ordinary cases.
f.     Any notice served pursuant to this section shall be filed by the appropriate Governing Authority with the recorder of mortgages where the property is located. Once filed, said notice shall be deemed notice to all subsequent transferees. Any transferee of such property takes the property subject to all recorded liens, mortgages, and notices thereunto pertaining.  	

Section 2: Decision of Village of Estherwood governing authority; order to demolish or repair.
	a.     After the hearing, if in the opinion of the Village governing authority facts justify it, an order shall be entered condemning the building and ordering that it be demolished or removed with _90-day___ time period. If repairs will correct the dilapidated, dangerous, or unsafe condition, the Village governing authority may grant the owner the option of making such repairs, but in such a case the general nature or extent of the repairs to be made, the time thereof, and the defects to be corrected shall be specified in the decision of the Town Council.
	b.     The decision and order of the Governing Authority shall be in writing and shall be final unless appealed within five days as hereinafter provided.

Section 3: Appeal from Decision
	a.     The owner, occupant, agent, or other representative of the owner may appeal from the decision of the Town Council to the District Court having jurisdiction over the property. The appeal shall be made by the filing of a suit against the Village of Estherwood, setting forth the reasons why the decision or order of the governing body is illegal or improper, and the issue shall be tried de novo and by preference in the district court. 
	b.     Either party may appeal from the judgment of the district court as in other cases.

 
Section 4: Compliance with decision; demolition of municipality where owner fails to comply.
	a.     In the event the owner or occupant of the building or structure fails or refuses to comply with the decision of the Town Council of the Village of Estherwood and fails to appeal therefrom with the legal delays provided here, then in that event, the Mayor may proceed with the demolition or removal of the condemned building, structure or public nuisance, in which case neither the Mayor nor the governing authority, nor Village personnel shall be liable in damages.  
	b.     Prior to the demolition or removal of the building or structure by the Village of Estherwood, the Mayor shall serve notice on the owner, or his agent, and on the occupant of the building, giving the time when work will begin upon the demolition or removal of the building, structure, or public nuisance.

Section 5: Lien and privilege for cost of demolition, removal, and maintenance by Village of Estherwood; interest; attorney fees

A.  The Village of Estherwood has a privilege and lien upon an immovable and its improvements, and the owner is personally liable for:

(1) The cost to the municipality of maintenance of the immovable or improvements; and
(2) The cost to the municipality of demolishing or removing, or both, a building or other structure situated upon the immovable or improvements, and all attorney fees incurred by the municipality in connection with such demolition or removal.

B.  "Maintenance" shall include but not be limited to grass cutting, weed abatement, and trash and garbage removal.

C.  The privilege and lien shall be preserved and enforced only after the owner has refused, after notification by the municipality and reasonable opportunity to be heard, to pay the costs incurred by the municipality.

D.  The privilege and lien shall be preserved by the filing and recording of an affidavit signed by the Mayor of the municipality, or his designee in the mortgage office of the parish in which the immovable is situated. The affidavit shall include a description of the property sufficient to reasonably identify the immovable and a statement of facts listing the approximate cost or costs incurred by the municipality.

E. (1) The privilege and lien shall be enforced by ordinary process in the district court having jurisdiction of the immovable within three years after it is perfected. Alternatively, the privilege and lien may be enforced by assessing the amount of the privilege and lien against the immovable as a tax against the immovable, to be enforced and collected as any ordinary property tax lien to be assessed against the property; the lien and privilege may be collected in the manner fixed for collection of taxes and shall be subject to the same civil penalties for delinquencies.  After the municipality has incurred such costs as constitute the lien and privilege on the property, the Mayor, may send an attested bill of said costs and expenses which constitute the lien and privilege to the  tax assessor of the  parish in which the property is located, who shall add the amount of the bill to the next tax bill of the owner.  The lien obtained by the Mayor pursuant to proper notification and filing shall include not only the costs, but shall include all attorney fees and all costs of court incurred in the locating of the owner, the notification of the owner, and the enforcement and collection of the amount secured by the lien against the immovable and the improvements.

(2) The Village of Estherwood may also recover interest on the amounts secured by the lien. The interest shall not exceed the rate of legal interest provided in R.S. 9:3500 and shall be computed from the date of recordation of the lien until paid. The privilege and lien shall prime all other liens or privileges against the property filed after the notice to the owner to show cause is filed with the recorder of mortgages pursuant to R.S. 33:4762(D), regardless of the date on which the lien and privilege is perfected, except that the lien and privilege will not prime other tax liens against the property.
F.  The lien shall not be cancelled until after payment of all amounts, including costs, attorney fees, and interest.

G.  In addition to the lien and enforcement procedures authorized under this Section, the Village of Estherwood has a cause of action against the owner personally for the costs incurred, if such owner is not indigent and has the ability to pay a judgment obtained by the Village. Such action may be brought by ordinary proceedings in any court of competent jurisdiction.
 
H.  If property, which may be subject to a lien and privilege granted in favor of  Village of Estherwood under this Section, is owned in indivision and the owners in indivision, with their proportionate share in the property, are listed separately by the tax assessor on the ad valorem tax roll for the Village of Estherwood shall notify each owner in indivision of his liability under this Section.

(1)  Upon failure of each owner in indivision to pay his proportionate share of the charges incurred under this Section, that part of the property for which the charges are not paid shall be subject to a lien and privilege in favor of the Village of Estherwood as provided in this Section.

(2)  Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection F of this Section to the contrary, upon payment by an owner in indivision of his proportionate share listed on the ad valorem tax roll for the parish or municipality of the charges, attorney fees, and interest incurred under this Section, and after certification of such proportionate interest by the assessor, the lien and privilege granted under this Section shall be removed from the proportionate interest of the paying owner in indivision.  If outstanding charges levied under this Section are added to the annual ad valorem tax bill, the proportionate payment by the paying owner in indivision shall be reflected on the bill, and his interest in the property free of such charge shall be distinguished on the tax bill.

(3) Notice of the lien and privilege required herein shall be made upon the owners in indivision at their actual address or the last known address listed on the tax rolls of the parish.

Section 6:  If any provisions, part, word, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance should be held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance and do hereby declare the provisions hereof to be severable there in that event, only that particular provision, part, word, section, subsection sentence, clause or phrase shall be deemed unconstitutional or invalid and the remaining provisions, parts, words, sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases with not be affected and shall continue in full force and effect; and
Section 7: All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with or in conflict hereto be and the same are hereby repealed.

THUS, DONE AND ADOPTED in regular session duly convened on the _8 __ day of _January_____, 2026 at Estherwood, Acadia Parish, Louisiana, after a roll call vote as follows:
                                               YEAS       NAYS      ABSENT       ABSTAIN
Stephen Smith                        _X____        _____        ______            _____
[bookmark: _Hlk75427943]Darla LeBeouf                       ______         _____        __X___            _____
Laney Broussard                    _X_____      _____        ______             _____

WHEREUPON, the Mayor declared the above Ordinance to be duly adopted on the _8__ day of __January__2026.

ADOPTED: January 8, 2026
ATTEST:

_____________________                                                       _____________________
        Beverly Nolan							Donna Bertrand
         Village Clerk							      Mayor


Chief of Police Wayne Welsh gave the monthly police report.
Public Comments: Ms. Chellie Godeaux, our representative on the Acadia Parish Tourism Commission Board, provided an update on recent tourism developments and activities.
Mayor Announcements

	
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE MEETING, THE
MOTION WAS OFFERED BY ALDERWOMAN LANEY BROUSSARD, SECONDED BY
ALDERMAN STEVE SMITH, THAT THE MEETING ADJOURN UNTIL THE
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2026, AT THE HOUR
OF 6:00 P.M


___________________                                                                           _____________________
      Beverly Nolan	                               Donna Bertrand
        Village Clerk                                                                                                           Mayor
                        

***************************************************************
CERTIFICATE

I, BEVERLY NOLAN, Clerk of the Village of Estherwood, do hereby certify that the above minutes are a true and correct copy adopted by the Village of Estherwood in regular session on January 8, 2026.


_____________________________
									                     Beverly Nolan Village Clerk 
                                                                                                                           Village of Estherwood
                                                                                                                      124 N. LeBlanc St. 
                                                                                                                            Estherwood, La 70534 
                                                                                                                        (337) 783-0464	

							

